THE VILLAGE OF ORANGE
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Listen / Lead / Innovate

LISTEN:

As the Fire Department relocates to a new facility, the existing Village Hall presents an opportunity to thoughtfully reimagine the building to support the evolving needs of the Orange Village Police Department and
Village administration. Early conversations with police leadership, Village officials, and staff identified three primary priorities that guided the design approach.

Security and Operational Separation
The police department requires a facility that provides clear separation between public areas, administrative functions, and secure operational zones. Circulation paths, interview rooms, evidence storage, and
holding areas must allow officers to safely manage individuals under arrest while protecting staff and maintaining controlled access throughout the building.

Functional Adaptation of the Existing Building
Rather than replacing the existing structure, the project focuses on adapting it to serve a modern police department. Former fire apparatus bays and support areas are reconfigured to accommodate
cruiser storage, secure equipment areas, training spaces, and specialized evidence handling functions. This approach allows the building to evolve while preserving the Village’s existing civic investment.

Support for the Entire Village Campus
The project must serve multiple users simultaneously. Police operations, Village administration, and community activities all share the facility, requiring thoughtful planning to ensure that each group can function
effectively without interfering with the others.

LEAD:

With these priorities established, the design team focused on reorganizing the existing building to create a clear hierarchy of public, administrative, and secure police functions. Public spaces such as the lobby and
community room are positioned near the primary entrance to maintain accessibility for residents and visitors. Village administrative offices remain integrated within the building but are organized to allow day to day
operations to occur independently from police activities. Behind this public layer, secure police operations are carefully organized. Patrol work areas, command offices, interview rooms, evidence storage, and the
sallyport are arranged to create controlled circulation paths that allow officers to move individuals through the building safely and discreetly.

The former fire apparatus bays are repurposed as secure garage space for police cruisers and equipment storage, creating a protected environment for vehicles and operational gear. Additional bays support
specialized functions such as vehicle wash areas, evidence storage, and training facilities.

This reorganization allows the existing building to operate as a modern police department while maintaining the civic character of Village Hall.

INNOVATE:

Secure and Adaptable Interior Spaces
New windows, interior finishes, and window coverings are designed to provide privacy and security for police offices while maintaining appropriate natural light for staff. Interview rooms, holding areas, and evidence
processing spaces are designed to support safe and controlled interactions between officers and individuals in custody.

Reimagined Garage and Training Spaces
The former fire apparatus bays become a flexible operational zone for the police department. Some bays provide secure cruiser storage and equipment staging, while others are adapted for specialized uses such
as physical training, combatives instruction, and evidence storage. A mezzanine level above portions of the garage creates additional space for training support and equipment storage.

Expanded Community and Outdoor Spaces
The project also enhances the building’s civic function by creating a larger, more flexible community room that can accommodate public meetings and events without disrupting police operations. Outdoor patio
areas extend the usable footprint of the building, providing space for staff gatherings and informal use while remaining screened from public view to maintain privacy and security.
Through careful planning and strategic renovation, the existing Village Hall is transformed into a facility that supports the operational needs of the Police Department while continuing to serve as a welcoming civic
resource for the community.
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