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FROM THE DESK OF FIRE CHIEF ROBERT WILSON  
 

Hello and thank you for taking the time to review our departmental statistics for the 

period ending December 31, 2015. As in past years, I present this information with a 

sense of pride and accomplishment. Your firefighters continue to operate with the 

professionalism that our residents expect and deserve.  
 

This yearõs cover page makes reference to òPreparing For The Futureó. As we are all 

aware the village is going to be very busy as we usher in the new Pinecrest 

Development. For the Orange Village Fire Department this development requires 

plans review for all proposed buildings, on site inspections, alarm accep tance tests, 

hood acceptance tests, annual inspections for established occupancies, more 

training and increased run volumes for our members. As you are aware, these plans 

include the addition of a satellite station in building #6.  The Orange Village Fire 

Department will be housing a rescue squad in this building along with proper 

staffing to help address the anticipated run volume. As elected officials you can be 

confident that we are prepared for this challenge and look forward to being a part of 

this pro cess. 
 

This past year was a busy one. Members stepped up both in the emergency and non -

emergency setting. Our Pub lic relations efforts included our  Fire Department Open 

House, participation in The Salute to Orange Village , our second 

annual Halloween Fun  Fest and our annual Christmas and Chanukah 

gift delivery service. These events allow our members to 

gain exposure from those they proudly serve. 

Additionally our members are able to utilize these 

opportunities to promote the department and to educate our resid ents. 

For example, this year we were able to clearly illustrate how rapid fire 

growth takes place in todayõs use of modern construction materials. 

This demonstration, held at our Open House, was well attended and we received 

positive feedback from those wh o witnessed it.  
 

As always, I will  make myself available should you have any questions or comments 

related to this report. On behalf of the Orange Village Fire Department I would like 

to thank you all for your continued support.  
 

Respectfully Submitte d,  

 
 

- Chief Robert Wilson



RUN VOLUME:  
 

Our run volume showed a minor decrease from the previous year.  Our Fire Department 

responded to 696 calls for service, which represents a slight decrease of 21 calls (approximate 

decrease of 3%) when compared to our numbers for 2014.  
 

EIGHT -YEAR HISTORY  

 

YEAR    RUN VOLUME  

2008     633 

2009     663 

2010     693 

2011     672 

2012     689 

2013     592 

2014     717 

2015    696 

 

Our Run Volume For 2015 Can Be Broken Down 

As Follows: 
 

Incident Type                             2015 Count             2015 % of Total 

 
FIRE*       25          3% 

 

FALSE ALARM / FALSE CALL     90   12% 

 

RESCUE / EMS      481   70% 

 

HAZARDOUS CONDITION       24   3% 

NO FIRE 

 

SERVICE CALL        40    6% 

 

GOOD INTENT CALL       36    6% 

 

TOTAL RUNS    696   100% 
 

¶ PLEASE NOTE THAT ñFIRESò INCLUDE STRUCTURES (HOMES/COMMERCIAL), VEHICLES, 

BRUSH, RUBBISH, WOODS AND COOKING FIRES. THESE NUMBERS ALSO REFLECT FIRES IN 

NEIGHBORING COMMUNITIES  WHICH WE ASSISTED . 
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RESPONSE TIME ANALYSIS 
 
 

WE ALWAYS STRIVE TO REDUCE THE TIME IT TAKES FOR OUR DEPARTMENT TO RESPOND TO 
EMERGENCIES.  IN 2015 OUR AVERAGE RESPONSE TIME DECREASED BY 7 SECONDS. WHILE 

CONSTRUCTION IS UNDERWAY FOR THE NEW PINECREST DEVELOPMENT, THE OFFICER CORE 
IS WORKING ON PLANS TO ENSURE ADEQUATE RESPONSE TIMES FOR ANTICIPATED 

INCREASED RUN VOLUME . 

 

                      AVERAGE RESPONSE TIME IN 2009:   5 MINUTES 30 SECONDS 

     AVERAGE RESPONSE TIME IN 2010:                  5 MINUTES 39 SECONDS 

     AVERAGE RESPONSE TIME IN 2011:  5 MINUTES 45 SECONDS 

     AVERAGE RESPONSE TIME IN 2012:                  5  MINUTES  46 SECONDS 

     AVERAGE RESPONSE TIME IN 2013:       5 MINUTES 38 SECONDS 

     AVERAGE RESPONSE TIME IN 2014:  5 MINUTES 47 SECONDS 

 

AVERAGE RESPONSE TIME IN 2015: 5 MINUTES 40 SECONDS 

 
 

THE RESPONSE TIME ANALYSIS CAN BE BROKEN DOWN AS FOLLOWS: 
 

MINUTES   COUNT                 % OF TOTAL 
 

0-1    22    3 % 

 

1+    16    2 % 

 

2    24    3 % 

 

3    39    6 % 

 

4    81    14 % 

 

5    126    18 % 

 

6    142    20 % 

 

7    123     18 % 

 

8    49    7 % 

 

9 *    19    4 % 

 

10 +*    35               5 % 

 



 

 5 

 

TOTAL RUNS   676    100% 

 

NOTE THAT TOTAL RUNS ARE SHORT OF OUR ACTUAL 2015 VOLUME (696) DUE TO CALLS THAT WERE CANCELLED 

PRIOR TO ARRIVAL AND THUS NO ARRIVAL AND RESPONSE TIME ATTRIBUTED. 
   

*PROLONGED RESPONSE TIMES INCLUDE CALLS WHERE THE APPARATUS òSHUT DOWNó LIGHTS AND SIRENS EN ROUTE, 
LONG DISTANCE HAZMAT RESPONSES BY OUR TEAM MEMBERS, MUTUAL AID TO DISTANT AREAS (GEAUGA TANKER SHUTTLE) 

AND WEATHER RELATED DELAYS. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

EMERGENCY M EDICAL SERVICES 
 

The Orange Village Fire Department responded to 481  EMS calls  in 2015 . 

The breakdown on these calls is as follows:  

 

EMS calls (excluding accidents with injuries):    446  

 

Motor Vehicle Accidents (MVAõs) with injuries:            17  

 

Motor Vehicle Accidents without injuries:       9   

         

EMS other           9  

TOTAL:              481  

 

Orange Village Fire Department transported 448 patients to 8 different 

facilities based upon patient preference, protocols and other issues.   
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MUTUAL AID  

 
IN 2015 WE RESPONDED TO OTHER  MUNICIPALITIES IN 

ORDER TO ASSIST WITH MANY DIFFERENT TYPES OF 

EMERGENCIES:  

 

DEPARTMENT         MUTUAL AID GIVEN   MUTUAL AID RECEIVED 

 
BEACHWOOD   0     6 

 

CHAGRIN FALLS*  19     1 

 

HAZMAT TEAM   2     0 

 

HIGHLAND HEIGHTS  1     0 

 

PEPPER PIKE   4     1 

 

SHAKER HEIGHTS  1     0 

 

SOLON    2     4 

 

WARRENSVILLE HEIGHTS 7     1 

 

WOODMERE   1     0 

 

TOTALS:   37     13 

 

* In the case of Chagrin Falls these numbers include responses to several of the six 

communities that they contract with. Examples include working fires, motor vehicle accidents 

and general EMS calls. 
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                           FIRE PREVENTION 
 

         Our fire prevention effor ts  

   continued under the leadership of  

     Assistant Chief Daniel Fritz and  

       Fire Inspector Mel Weisblatt.  

 

 

 

In 2015  the Orange Vill age Fire Department 

completed 95  inspections including:  

 

¶ Commercial  Hood I nspections  

¶ Commercial Alarm I nspections  

¶ Acceptance T ests  

¶ Annual  Fire Prevention I nspections.  

 

 

 

 

Our efforts do not stop at the commercial level.  

The Orange Village Fire Department also conducts  

Point Of Sale Inspections for all home title transfers.  

Last year we completed 47 (UP FROM 38 IN 2014)   

POS Inspections  which help guarantee that our  

housing stock is compliant with national standards for  

the placement of smoke and carbon monoxi de detectors.  

Many of these inspections require a òfollow upó as it is  

extremely important that the placement of these units  

is strictly enforced.  

 

 

Our Fire Prevention Bureau also is responsible for inspecting all 

firework displays that take place within our borders. In 2015 these 

events included:  
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¶ July 4
th

 celebration at Beechmont Country Club  

¶ The Salute To Orange Village (using new vendor)  

 

 

 

In 2015 our Fire Prevention Bureau also conducted Fire 

Education Programs  to  over  80 participants  including:  

 

¶ 3 Commercial CPR Classes  

¶ 4 Orange Village CPR Classes  

¶ 1 Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS) Scenario 

Class (for Northeast Ohio Surgery Center)  

¶ Educational Presence at all Fire Department 

Public Relations Events (Open House, Halloween 

Party, Holiday Gift Delivery)  

 

Our Inspector , Mel Weisblatt : 

 

¶ Attended 24 h ours of Fire Prevention and Inspection 

Continuing Education Classes (Northern Ohio Fire 

Prevention Association)  
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PUBLIC RELATIONS  

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT OPEN HOUSE  / HEALTH & 

WELLNESS FAIR  

 

In 2015 the OVFD once again hosted this event. Working with members of 

Village Administration and University Hospitals we were able to provide our 

residents with a fun and informative day.  

 

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDED:  

¶ Tours of our Fire Trucks  

¶ Cotton Candy / popc orn  

¶ Lunch for all attendees (Compliments of University Hospitals)  

¶ Mini helicopter ride  

¶ Fire Safety Trailer  

¶ New Technology exhibits (EMS equipment)  

¶ Health Screenings (University Hospitals)  

¶ Fire Prevention information table  

¶ And much more!  

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT OPEN HOUSE / 

HEALTH & WELLNESS FAIR 2015  
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